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Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention 
WIC Presentation October 26, 2020

To protect and improve the health  and environment o f a ll Kansans

Disclaimer

This webinar was supported by the Cooperative 
Agreement Number, 6 NUE2EH001406-02-03, 

funded by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Its contents are solely the 
responsibility of the author and do not necessarily 

represent the official views of any Agency. 
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• Purpose of Program

• Lead Reduction Goals

• Testing Recommendations and 

Regulations

• WIC Collaboration

• Next Steps

Agenda
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KDHE Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program
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To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

To work with state and 

local agencies to 

promote blood lead 

testing awareness and 

education.

To provide guidance 

materials to local health 

departments to assist with 

blood lead testing case 

management. 

To conduct surveillance and 

data analysis to target 

interventions for high-risk 

geographic areas and at-risk 

populations. 

To develop relationships with 

communities to address lead-

related priorities and 

opportunities. 

Purpose of Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program

Introduction
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Children Are Most 
At-Risk for Lead Poisoning

• No safe blood lead level in children has 
been identified. 

• Lead exposure in children can result from 
multiple sources and can cause 
irreversible and life-long health effects. 

• Even low levels of lead in blood have been 
shown to effect IQ, ability to pay attention 
and academic achievement. – Executive 
Summary Federal Action Plan 
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Healthy People 2030

Healthy People 2030 Env ironmental Health obj ectiv es:

• EH-2030-05 Reduce blood lead level in children aged 1–5 years National Health and Nutrition 
Examination Survey (NHANES), CDC/NCHS 

• EH-2030-09 Reduce exposure to lead in the population , as measured by blood or urine 
concentrations of the substance or its metabolites, National Report on Human Exposure to 
Environmental Chemicals, CDC/NCEH 

• EH-2030-13 Increase the number of states, territories, tribes, and the District of Columbia 
that monitor diseases or conditions that can be caused by exposure to lead poisoning , State 
Reportable Conditions Data Inventory, Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) 

• OSH-2030-05 Reduce the rate of elevated blood lead levels in adults with work-related lead 
exposure Adult Blood Lead Epidemiology and Surveillance Program (ABLES), CDC/NIOSH 

To protect and improve the health  and environment o f a ll Kansans

Federal Action Plan

Lead exposure in children can result 

from multiple sources and can cause 

irreversible and life-long health affects. 

No safe blood lead level in children 

has been identified. 

Even low levels of lead in blood have 

been shown to effect IQ, ability to pay 

attention and academic achievement. 

– Executive Summary 
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Bright Futures AAP EPSDT Schedule

To protect and improve the health  and environment o f a ll Kansans

Lead Risk Questionnaire

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

KDHE Regulations

Report each case of the condition to KDHE within 24 hours. 

The condition to report to KDHE.

To protect and improve the health  and environment o f a ll Kansans

Reporting Variables
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Capillary Samples

To protect and improve the health  and environment o f a ll Kansans

Elevated Blood Lead Level

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

• Lead Risk Questionnaire

• Blood lead screen – capillary 

• Blood lead test – v enous 

Blood Lead Testing in Children
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Testing for lead poisoning

• Elevated capillary test requires a 
confirmatory blood test. 

• KDHE case management algorithm 
assists local health departments with 
elevated blood lead cases. 

• Elevated blood lead levels require 

further case investigation.

Elevated Blood Lead Test
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2019 Testing Rates in Kansas

To protect and improve the health  and environment o f a ll Kansans

Testing Rates in Kansas
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Testing Rates in Kansas
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Examples of Sources: 

• Imported goods

• Dishware

• Cosmetics

• Jewelry

• Spices

• Candies

• Home remedies

Sources of Lead Exposure
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Additional Examples of Sources: 

• Secondary/take-home lead

• Occupational exposure 

• Hobbies 

Sources of Lead Exposure
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Lead exposure can cause acute poisoning and chronic poisoning. 

Lead Poisoning
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• The best prev ention is awareness and 
elimination of possible lead sources. 

• Get a blood lead test. 

• Wash your hands. 

• Regularly clean around the home. 

• Eat a balanced diet. 

• Av oid bringing home lead dust from a 
j ob or a hobby. 

Preventing Lead Exposure
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Importance of Nutrition

Children are adv ersely and disproportionately effected by 
lead poisoning for a multitude of reasons.

• Env ironmental Exposures

• Behav iors and mobility

• Physiology 

• Growth and Dev elopment

• Nutritional Deficiencies
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W IC and Blood Testing in Children

WIC Allowable Costs-Clarification of WIC's FY 2001 Appropriations Act 
Prov ision Regarding Blood Lead Screening states that WIC State 

agencies must require that upon enrollment of a child, the parent or 
caretaker must be asked if the child has had a blood lead screening test.  

If the child has not had a test, they must be referred to where they can 
obtain such a test.

To protect and improve the health  and environment o f a ll Kansans

W IC Collaboration

• Dev eloped nutritional flyer and 
informational materials

• Created a healthy eating 
infographic and incorporated it 

in the WICShopper app

• WIC Needs assessment surv ey

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

W IC Survey

Q1 - During a child's certification or re-certification visit, how often do you ask about the 
child's most recent blood lead test that is part of the Diet Questionnaire?

# Answer % Count

1 Every time 33.33% 22

2 Sometimes 31.82% 21

3 Rarely 15.15% 10

4 Not Required 6.06% 4

5 Other 13.64% 9

Total 100% 66

To protect and improve the health  and environment o f a ll Kansans

W IC Survey

Q2 - If the child has not had a blood lead test previously, do you 
refer them to a provider or local health department for testing?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 60.61% 40

2 No 16.67% 11

3 Other 22.73% 15

Total 100% 66
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W IC Survey

Q3 - Do you know who performs blood lead testing in your area for children?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 83.33% 55

2 No 12.12% 8

3 Other 4.55% 3

Total 100% 66
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W IC Survey

Q4 - If a child has not had a blood lead test previously, do you perform 
a blood lead capillary screening test?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 19.70% 13

2 Sometimes 13.64% 9

3 No 22.73% 15

4 I refer to a provider or 
local health department

33.33% 22

5 Other 10.61% 7

Total 100% 66
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W IC Survey

Q5 - Do you provide follow-up or referral services for a child with 
an elevated blood lead test when you know about it?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 57.58% 38

2 No 1.52% 1

3 That is not part of  my 
job responsibilities.

3.03% 2

4 I refer them to their 
provider or local 
health department.

28.79% 19

5 Other 9.09% 6

Total 100% 66
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W IC Survey

Q6 - During any of the visits with parents, do you provide the family with 
information regarding childhood blood lead poisoning prevention?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 43.94% 29

2 No 13.64% 9

3 Sometimes 37.88% 25

4 Other 4.55% 3

Total 100% 66
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W IC Survey

Q7 - What types of educational materials regarding childhood blood lead poisoning 

would be helpful for you to have to provide to families?

# Answer % Count

1 Recommended testing 
guidelines

4.62% 3

2 Lead poisoning 
prevention fact sheet

9.23% 6

3 Nutritional 
recommendations to 
reduce lead absorption

6.15% 4

4 Other fact sheets 4.62% 3

5 All of  the above 75.38% 49

Total 100% 65
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W IC Collaboration

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

W IC Collaboration

To protect and improve the health  and environment o f a ll Kansans

W IC Collaboration
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Tracking Program W ebsite

To protect and improve the health  and environment o f a ll Kansans

Draw The Line On Lead Campaign

The campaign was marketed during August and 

September of this year and included:

• YouTube video advertis ing in English and Spanish

• Google Ad Network display ads in English and Spanish

• Facebook advertis ing in English and Spanish

• Broadcast PSAs in English and Spanish

• Broadcast buys to support PSAs in select targeted 

markets

• PR and influencer outreach

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

Google Ad Results

C o u n ty Imp re ssio n s Vie ws Vie w R ate  %

Al le n  En gl ish  Ad s 3 6 ,1 1 9 8 ,5 5 4 2 3 .6 8

B o u rb o n  En gl ish Ads 3 5 ,1 9 7 8 ,2 9 5 2 3 .5 7

C h e ro ke e  En gl ish Ads 6 4 ,1 7 9 1 5 ,7 6 7 2 4 .5 7

C rawfo rd  En gl ish  Ad s 3 3 ,6 8 7 8 ,6 8 2 2 5 .7 7

C rawfo rd  Sp an ish  Ad s 4 ,3 1 3 1 ,1 9 8 2 7 .7 8

Fin n e y En gl ish  Ad s 2 0 ,7 5 0 5 ,4 8 0 2 6 .4 1

Fin n e y Sp an ish  Ads 1 9 ,1 5 7 5 ,0 2 9 2 6 .2 5

Fo rd  En gl ish  Ad s 2 1 ,1 4 1 4 ,8 4 3 2 2 .9 1

Fo rd  Sp an ish  Ad s 1 9 ,3 7 5 5 ,6 0 1 2 8 .9 1

Lab e tte  En gl ish  Ad s 6 3 ,5 8 4 1 6 ,6 1 1 2 6 .1 2

M o n tgo me ry En gl ish  Ads 5 9 ,5 2 3 1 6 ,9 7 2 2 8 .5 1

M o n tgo me ry Sp an ish  Ads 3 ,1 5 5 8 9 2 2 8 .2 7

Ne o sh o  En gl ish  Ad s 3 2 ,5 1 5 8 ,0 8 2 2 4 .8 6

Ne o sh o  Sp an ish  Ad s 1 ,2 2 1 4 3 7 3 5 .7 9

Sal in e  En gl ish  Ad s 6 2 ,7 4 7 1 7 ,2 7 7 2 7 .5 3

Sal in e  Sp an ish  Ad s 3 ,1 4 1 8 7 1 2 7 .7 3

Se d gwick En gl ish  Ad s 1 2 3 ,2 3 1 3 4 ,5 3 5 2 8 .0 2

Se d gwick Sp an ish  Ad s 1 5 ,8 5 5 4 ,8 0 7 3 0 .3 2

Sh awn e e  En gl ish  Ad s 1 1 1 ,3 7 2 3 9 ,0 6 0 3 5 .0 7

Sh awn e e  Sp an ish  Ads 1 3 ,7 5 8 3 ,9 6 4 2 8 .8 1

Wyan d o tte  En gl ish  Ads 8 9 ,0 8 6 2 4 ,3 2 9 2 7 .3 1

Wyan d o tte Sp an ish  Ads 2 5 ,7 8 0 6 ,3 9 8 2 4 .8 2

To tal  V id e o  an d  Display 2 ,6 1 0 ,3 66 2 3 7 ,6 8 4 2 7 .6 7

To protect and improve the health  and environment o f a ll Kansans

Draw The Line On Lead Campaign

Draw The Line On Lead 30 Second Video
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Next Steps

• Utilization of various evaluation methods to determine and address data gaps

• Develop intervention strategies based on assessments and analyses to increase testing rates

• Collaborate with partners such as WIC to provide resources as requested and available

Polling Question

To protect and improve the health  and environment o f a ll Kansans

Counseling Tips

• Help us spread the message that there is NO safe level of lead and there is no way to know if a 

child has lead poisoning unless the child is tested. 

• We recommend that at-risk children have a blood test at 12 months, 24 months, and at least 

once before they are 72 months of age. 

• Become familiar with the lead risk questionnaire and remember that a lead poisoned child may 

not show any symptoms. There are more lead exposure routes than just lead-based paint. 

• You can help the family to understand the importance of good nutrition and how it relates to 

overall health. 

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

Thank you

Questions?

Jessica Willard, Program Manager
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program

785-296-3849
Jessica.Willard@ks.gov
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